FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH
These are excerpts from my book, Cracks in the Foundation that will build your faith to become convinced that you can make a difference as you take risks in Him.

God is in Control

The Context: There is no specific Bible verse where these exact words are stated, but this is a frequently spoken phrase that describes God as the final authority in the universe. It is used to give believers the assurance that Satan’s attacks and life’s challenges have a limit that is controlled by God (see Job 1 and I Corinthians 10:13), and it speaks of God ultimately fulfilling His purposes on planet earth.

The Positive: I Corinthians 10:13 states that we will not be tempted beyond what we can bear – which is a great promise of God’s control in our lives. Romans 8:28 also tells us that even the negative things in life can be turned to a positive (through God’s control) as we respond to His call for us and as we “love God.” These are two examples of His positive control in our midst.

There will be a crack in our spiritual foundation if we think “God is in control” means that everything that happens is God’s will. God gave “control” of the earth to man in Genesis, but Adam gave this to Satan in the garden. Jesus then came and took the keys of authority from the devil and said, “All authority has been given to me; therefore, go . . .” Matthew 16:15-19 reveals that the keys of “binding and loosing” have been given to those who walk in the revelation that Jesus is the Christ (the anointed one). We, as the people of God, have been commissioned to “control” the devil, control the speed of kingdom advancement, and control the level of blessing and protection for our descendents and us.  

Concluding Thoughts: There are great assurances of God’s decisive control for us, but His control can be limited by us.  When we hear, “How could God allow this to happen”, we should consider the better question: “How could we (mainly the church) allow this to happen?” We must be careful to not allow the phrase “God is in control” to make us passive and fatalistic. 

It is God who Heals, not Me 
Context: Christians often say this to encourage others to look to God and not to people as their source. The Apostle Paul tore his clothes (Acts 14:14) when people started to say he was a god because of all the miracles that were done through him. He knew the importance of being a “sign” that pointed people to Jesus Christ (and not to himself). 

Positive: It is vital that we learn to give God glory and thanks through Jesus Christ for the great things (including healing) that are done through us. Self-exaltation and pride have been the downfall of many (consider Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4 and Herod in Acts 12). Jesus said, “Apart from Me, you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Truly, we need to understand that our connection to God the Father through Jesus Christ is the key for divine healing (and all other kingdom benefits) to flow through us. 

There will be a crack in our spiritual foundation if we overemphasize God’s role in the healing of others and underemphasize our part in the process. Jesus told His disciples to “heal the sick” (Matthew 10:8). The Apostle John told the lame man, “Look at us” (Acts 3:4). God has delegated his authority to us to “heal the sick.” The biblical model for walking in this authority (that is demonstrated in the gospels and in Acts) is not to ask God to heal, but to declare healing over lives. (The continual asking of God to heal reveals a big crack in our theology that will limit what is done through us.) Too often the phrase “it is God who heals, not me” is used as a form of “false humility” that lessens personal responsibility and decreases expectation for healing.
Concluding Thoughts: Each one of us will have to “work out” our own philosophy as we walk down the road of bringing healing to others. In doing so, we must focus to stay out of the “ditches” on both sides of this road: false humility and self-exaltation. Truly, we will want to become a part of a new breed of radical believers that has confidence “in the greater works” (than Jesus) that we will do (John 14:12), and who also are ravenously passionate to worship Jesus and give Him “all the glory.”

God will do it in His Time

Context:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 speaks to this - To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven: A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is planted; A time to kill, And a time to heal; A time to break down, And a time to build up; A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance . . .  I Peter 5:6,7 adds - Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
Positive: God’s timing is important for us to understand. The principle of “seed time and harvest” reveals there is a time to plant a seed by faith in every aspect of our lives, and then we wait by faith (without anxious “care”) for our “due time” to experience its harvest. Also, concerning God’s timing, we realize He “moves” people and events to a “perfect timing” in response to prayer and faith.   

There will be a crack in our spiritual foundation if we believe that God has a “blueprint” plan that He is implementing which has nothing to do with the actions, prayers and beliefs of people.  It is important to acknowledge that our choices and beliefs can speed up, slow down or stop God’s “will.” (Consider what happened in Jesus’ home town in Mark 6.)  2 Peter 3:11-12 speaks of this concerning the last days, “. . . since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God.” We can influence the timing of Christ’s return, just as Jesus’ mother “speeded up” the time of when her Son was going to start doing miracles. 

Conclusion: Doing the right thing at the wrong time is a problem, just as it is foolish to ignore God’s timing in our lives and circumstances. It is also silly to sit back and wait for God to do what He has commissioned us to get done. God’s timing truly has a lot to do with us. His “will” is more of our involvement in an event, than a specific “something” to happen at a certain time. 

Partial Obedience is not Obedience

The Context: This phrase is not a Bible scripture verse, but it is a truth that is illustrated in I Samuel 15 where King Saul did not fully obey the command by Samuel concerning the Amalakites and King Agag. Saul was sharply rebuked for this and ultimately lost his kingdom because of a root of double-mindedness and half-hearted obedience. 

The Positive: It is vital for Christians to follow through on the voice of the Lord in their lives. It is too easy to start something and then finish in an incomplete manner. The second seed of the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4) gives insight on this. That seed fell on shallow ground that represents those who lose interest when the “excitement” wears off. This shallowness of commitment and follow-through is a huge issue for us and is to be resisted just as much as any other sin. We must build the internal “muscle” of finishing what we start. David “finished Goliath off” by cutting his head off. We too are to “go against” our feelings and do what God has said. 

There will be a crack in our Christian foundation if we believe that only “successful obedience” is true obedience. Just as a baby learns to walk, we too must learn how to obey God in many areas of our lives. When we seem to fail in attempting to live at a higher level of Christianity, we need to realize that “falling down” often precedes “walking” consistently. 

Concluding Thoughts: Learning to follow through on what God has spoken to us is important.  It is also vital to understand that (as we grow in God) we will make mistakes as we are learning to truly follow the Lord's leading. (Remember Peter, who stepped out of the boat onto the water with his eyes on Jesus, but began to sink when he took his eyes off of his Savior?)  Like Peter, those who seek to obey what the Lord is saying will appear to fail more than those who are "playing it safe" from inside of the boat.  Let’s not become condemned when we seemingly fail as we step out of the boat of past comforts and ways of doing things. And, more importantly, let’s not revert back to a comfortable and “failure-proof” Christianity that settles for mediocrity and non-accountability for what God has told us to do. 

